...aggregation of whales, the fleet [Dalniy Vostok] went further south and worked in the Central Region during 6-30 October, on the same concentrations of whales that it worked in August. The Dalniy Vostok whaling fleet finished its whaling season on November 10 in the area around the central Kurils.
During the 1968 season the Dalniy Vostok whaling fleet was mainly working in the following regions: Eastern Region for 71 days, with a catch of 2,277 whales; Central Region for 46 days, with a catch of 1,829 whales; Aleutian Islands for 23 days, with a catch of 302 whales, and the Commander Islands for 9 days and 134 whales. Around the Kurils, where the fleet worked for only a short time and during transits, a total of 160 whales were caught.
The total catch of the Dalniy Vostok whaling fleet during the 1968 season was 5,378 whales, which included: sperm whales 4,853 (90.23%), fin 297 (5.5%), sei 154 (2.8%), blue 28 (0.5%), humpback 24 (0.49%), and Brydes 22 (0.48%). From May 10 through August 20 the Slava whaling fleet worked in the traditional area (Eastern Region), mainly on sperm whales. During the whole period the total catch was 2,379 (2,120 sperm whales and 259 baleen whales). In the northern and northeastern sections of this region the catch mainly consisted of single males and groups of male sperm whales. In the central and eastern parts of the region (closer to the southern boundary) the fleet worked on family groups (females and under-sized males). Fin whales (95) were mainly caught in the western and northwestern sections, blue whales (19) in the western and central parts, and sei whales (142) in the western and central parts of the region. Humpback whales (4) were found in the eastern section.
Unlike during the previous year, this year was marked with a later arrival (end of June -beginning of July) of sperm whale family groups. The possible reason for this was less favorable hydrology and weather conditions (the average temperature of the air and water (at a depth of 8 meters) in June was lower than last year, with very few sunny days).
During the whole period of work in the Eastern Region in 1969 there were constant difficulties with whaling conditions. There were many days with no catches and long daily transits to find groups of whales that in this year were widely spread out and very skittish.
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W halers, as a rule, conducted whaling in a group: once whales were found, 8-10 catchers began the hunt using a pen method, sometimes killing all whales including those 7 meters long. This intensity of catches was brought about by very high, non-scientifically-based production plan targets. Despite all the conclusions and recommendations from the biological science groups of the whaling fleets in 1968 the season to lower the target plan down to 900 thousand centners [a Russian measure of weight] a year, which was approved by the Scientific Council of TINRO, the target plan for 1969 and planned 1970 was still set at twice this number.
Intensive whaling on the aggregations of whales in the Eastern Region was dramatically reflected in the abundance and biological status of the American population of sperm whales. The annual declines in sperm whale abundance in this area created especially difficult whaling conditions during the 1969 season.
In the second half of August, because of the decline in daily catches, the fleet was forced to leave the Eastern Region on 20 August and move west.
During the period from August 21 through September 5, the fleet Slava worked in the western section of the Central Region catching large sperm whales and a few baleen whales. During that time they caught 48 sperm, 3 fin and 11 sei whales. W ith a large deficit in attempts to meet yearly and quarterly targets, the fleet could not continue its work in the Central Region due to an unstable daily catch, and moved to the Kurils region to work on family groups of sperm whales.
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Starting on September 6 and through the end of the season the Slava whaling fleet worked in the area defined by coordinates 47-34 N and 159-143 E. During the whole period working in the Kurils-Japan region (from the eastern coast of Honshu Island through the central part of the Kuril Islands) the Slava fleet was mainly catching family groups of sperm whales, mainly females. Large sperm whales were found rarely. Based on the experience of previous years a scout vessel was sent in September to search Vries and Diana Straits. This year no whales were found in the Straits. During the 1969 season, in waters around the cental and southern Kurils, only widely distributed groups of sperm whales were found.
Only 30% of the Target Plan for September was fulfilled. The majority of whales around the Kurils-Japan region were killed in October-November, east of Honshu and Tsugaru Strait (10-500 miles).
During the entire 1969 whaling season, the Slava fleet worked mainly in two regions: Eastern for 101 days and Kurils for 76 days; the catch in each area was 2,379 and 1,248 whales [respectively].
In the Central Region, where the fleet worked for 28 days, they caught 375 whales. Despite meeting the yearly Plan Target by the end of October, by the order of the W haling Fleets Administration the fleet was instructed to continue whaling until November 7. In November the fleet worked around the Kuril Islands. Groups of small sperm whales were seen from the oceanic side but no hunting was conducted. In 7 days in November a total of 7 sperm whales were caught, of which 4 were small-sized females.
During the whole whaling season (from July 17 through November 6) the Dalniy Vostok fleet caught 1,756 whales. The main whaling area was the Central Region between longitudes 160 W and 160 E, with the southern boundary at 31 N, with the majority of whales found in the central and southern parts of this region.
During 
